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Dicsatisfaction with the precent regina in Slovekia is Inercacing among
the workine clesces, the peasants, the elerics, and the small businesemen.

The workers realize that the extravagort promises mede by the Comramist
Party are not being lopts wages are being reduced and working hours are
bzing incrossed. Strikes or arbitration are enlirely out of the guéstion.
Compulsery "ideclogieal indoetrination! sesslons take up the workers! free
time In the evenings and "voluntnyy" werk brigades their Suvndays, At the
gas vorks of the Bratislava Dynamite-llobel plent, for exsmple, wases were
reduced from 17 o 13 crowns per hour, reducing the itake-home pay to a
bare 1,800 to 2,000 crowns per month after the deduction of vnien dues,
insurance premivms, ete. When s calsgation of three workers protested the
weduetion, they were immediately dispatehed to & labor earm,

The mildest ewprecsicn of disseiisfaction with the regine or with 1iving
condltions in “lovakia 1s sufficient grounds for arrecst and detention in
a labor camp, A three-men board st'ached to the fadre Commission of the
SZovok Comumist Pavty has the funetion of deciding who iz %o be sentenced
% oserve in a lalor ésmp. There is no pessibility of appealing ngainst
the deeisions of thic board. The membaere of this board are:

Lietavee (fnu)
Br. liehal Gero
Dr. Zitoan (o)

The above-nzationed hoard is, however, to be supplanted by separate come.
misoions which will be sot up in each "kraj? the new administrative upit
wiich will soon be introduced by the Comwmnist regime, The head of the
commisslon for the Bratislave Kraj will be ons Bartaky,

Siovak forced labor comps are functioning at Hovsky, Ustic nn Oraveu, and
Tava (ottezed to the state prison there). There i ancther unidentified
crop in eastern Slovakia. It was at one time roeported thet o £12th camp
hed been smed up at Fetrzolka, near Dratislave, butthis is nod now believed
to be the came. The camp at Jovaky conteing some 5,000 inmates, hut it is
revorted thot a mumber of prisoners from this camp have been shippad on,
poasibly te the Soviet Union,
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Hogt Slovak peasants lite in fesr that their small holdings may someday be
absorbed into collechtive farms, The Pirst kolkhoz in Slovakia has alweady
toen established at Bela, near Parker, Iis menager is a certaia Pavl Schmlz,
a bankrupt landowner from Orviste. He is not belioved +o be a convinced
Commmnist,

The more prosperous peasants, farmers of the "kulak® class, are being subjected
to confiseatory tazmtion, and their production guotas are set at levels
deliberately coleulated to ruin them, :

Buresuerats and factory managers who have gone out of their way to collabo-
rate with the Gommunist regime are also begimning to feel the lash., They
have worked diligently to wretain their well-pmid posts in the nationalized
enterprises, receiving from 20,000 %o 30,000 crowns per month "on account,
ponding the permanent fixing of the rates of pay®, HNow, after almosh 2 yeaw,
they have learned that their wages heve been reirvoactively fized at about
half the rate they had bsen led to expoct to veeceive. They mst, furthermors,
sventwally pay back to the state the difference between what they hed re-
ceived "on account” and what the new retroocitive seale entitles them regularly
tn recelve, O%111 another blow hos been dealt the eoiloborationist manegeTs
in the following manner: vhen thelr concevns weve mationelized, trasted
Commumniste were appointed to act as their deputies. How, having learned
svery triel of the trade, these sowzalied deputies are taking over the contyol
of the various enterprises, and their former chiefs are belng relegsted ©o
winer positions,

The system of ecentral menagement for sach branch of industey, which was
introduced some bine ago, is now belpy reviged, and the individuwel plant
i bocoming once more the basie industrial wnit,

A vigowous campeisn is curvently beinz conducted to combat the influence
and reduce the strength of the churchés in Slovekie. Minlster Ceplcka
recently demanded in the Central Action Commitiheoe thath all shurch properyy
be nationalized and that all priestpand pastors be paid as civil corvants.
This proposal will no doubt eventually be csrried ocut. Ab a recent neetling
of Protestont church councils in Slovalda it was decided that.if the siate
should essume the function of paying the mindeters, and In this wey control
the placement and transfer of the ministers, then the churches would ro-
nounee the financial support of the state and rely entirely upen the support
of their congrestions,

A1l veports emamating from Slovekia at the present time indicate the presence
o a strons undercurrent of antl-Ozech feeling awong the population. The
eitizens foel that Slovakia wag the most openly anti-Gommmist teyritony
within the Soviet orbit, and that the shori~sighiedness and doellity of the
Gzech politicianz in Prague made the Cormmnlet coup possible, The people
partlonlarly wecent the fact that the Commnist vegime in Pragus has irmoraed
Slovalk otrdvings toward sutonomy and has pursued e poliey of vigid
eontralis.

The anti~Czoch sentimente deseribed obove ave nowhere, however, trangladed
into a desire for the reestablishment of the Slovak ouppet goverpmasnh oi
19391945, The Slovak faseist lesders who suscecded in esgaping te the
Vatican, o Argentine, or to . Opaln bzfore the Allied advance in 1945 are
thoroughly discredited and bave only a nmegliglible following im Slovaki
The people of Slovakia realize the necesglly of remaining a part of the
Ik Ropublie and would ned, upon the olimimation of the Comm
regine, prescs for indensndent gtatas.
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